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INFORMATION EXCHANGE


1. DBCP server

The server home page is physically implemented at the NOAA Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratories (AOML) in Silver Spring, Maryland. DBCP web site is accessible via the following address (see Annex A):

http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/
New features and improvements realised during the last intersessional period are listed below:

a) Current DBCP activities and highlights (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/highlights.html or click on "News" on the DBCP home page)

b) Link to MEDS now provides access to archived QC messages produced by PMOCs in the context of the DBCP QC Guidelines 
(http://www.meds-sdmm.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/ALPHAPRO/rnodc/buoyqc/search_e.asp).

c) Web site directory (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/site_directory.html)

d) List of impact studies regarding data buoys (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/impact.html)

e) Information on vandalism on data buoys including advice to fishermen and mariners  (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/vandalism.html)

f) Specific page on buoy deployment and recovery (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/1bdr.html), including information on air deployments (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/airdepl.html)

g) Metadata: DBCP comments regarding ODAS metadata fields as proposed by JCOMM sub-group on Marine Climatology (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/metadata.html)

h) Information on SVPB upgrade opportunity (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/svpb_upgrade.html)

i) Also, information already available from the DBCP web site has been updated (e.g. list of meetings, status graphics…).

Other existing interesting features:

a) List of GTS bulletin headers (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/1gbh.html)

b) Document describing benefits of authorising GTS distribution of buoy data (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/gts_benefits.html)

c) Document explaining why distributing and how to practically insert buoy data on GTS (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/1gtsinfo.html). 

d) Description and access to the monthly buoy monitoring statistics (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/2aqs.html)

e) Status graphics (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/1gs.html and http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/1qcs.html)

f) Data flow monitoring tools (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/dataflow.html)

g) DBCP publications (some in electronic form) (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/0doc.html)

h) Document describing existing and planned data collection and/or location systems potentially available for buoy applications (from David Meldrum) (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/1smms.html)

i) List of DBCP recommended Argos message formats (http://dbcp.nos.noaa.gov/dbcp/1ramf.html )

Possible improvements

The Panel is invited to discuss how the DBCP web site could be improved, and what kind of information or products should be added.

Information to submit regularly 

Panel members and Action Group Coordinators/Chairmen are invited to submit the following information to the Technical Coordinator in electronic form for inclusion in the web site:

What
Who
to whom
Format

National reports
National Focal Points
WMO Secretariat
Electronic (MS Word)+Paper

Deployment opportunities 

(ship line maps, points of contact)
National Focal Points
TC
Electronic (text, MS Word, graphics)

AG annual reports
action group coordinators
WMO Secretariat
Electronic (MS Word)+Paper

Deployment methods
Experienced members
TC
Electronic (MS Word)

2. DBCP Internet forum

The DBCP internet technical forum was established in May 1999 and is pshysically implemented at CLS, Service Argos:

http://www-dbcp.cls.fr
Forum is useful for:

· debating on technical issues,

· asking or answering technical questions, 

· exchanging information among buoy operators or actors.

A forum is a good complement to the DBCP web site and is directly linked to it. Documents, questions and answers can be accessible to anybody in the buoy community. 

The forum presently includes the following themes or sub-forums:

· Argos (open to everyone)

This forum includes links to CLS and Service Argos, Inc. Web sites plus a JTA sub-folder. The last JTA session report is available in the JTA sub-folder. The Argos folder can be used by buoy operators to ask technical questions, express requirements, share experience, etc… regarding the Argos system.

· DBCP (open to everyone)

This forum of course includes a link to the DBCP web site.

Last DBCP session report is available there.

Sub forums:

· Buoy data processing and Quality Control

· Buoy technology

· DBCP documents and publications (includes list of DBCP publications)

· Web servers of interest

· GTS (open to everyone)

This is a place to raise questions regarding GTS distribution of buoy data. For example, new proposed list of GTS bulletin headers is available there. This presently includes following sub-forums:

· "Common" Argos formats

· Data Quality Control

· GTS Technical issues and problems

· Web sites of interest

And documents:

· Benefits to you of authorizing GTS distribution of your buoy data 

· Why and how inserting my buoy data on GTS

· SVPBW drifter evaluation(reserved for DBCP evaluation group)

This forum is for the DBCP evaluation group on SVPBW/Minimet to exchange results (e.g. graphics, curves), ask questions, suggest design changes, debate on problem causes, etc… All information can be viewed by anyone but only DBCP evaluation group members can place information there.

And "teams":

· DBCP team (reserved to DBCP members, including Action Groups)

Only DBCP members can read information and insert information in this place. This can be useful for DBCP members to debate on special issues during intersessional periods.

· EGOS (reserved to EGOS members). EGOS team is managed by Pierre Blouch

Only EGOS members can read information and insert information in this place. 

If desired, new teams dedicated to other DBCP Action Groups (AG) could be created on the forum with privileged access for AG Participants. For example, the AG team can be administered by the AG Coordinator.

To use the forum, one must register first. To date, 28 people registered on the forum. This is an excellent figure for a start.

3. DBCP Technical Documents

The DBCP recently published the following documents within its Technical Document series:

· DBCP Document No. 16: DBCP annual report for 1999

· DBCP Document No. 17: October 1999 DBCP Workshop's report (Wellington)

The following DBCP documents need to be updated:

· No. 15: DBCP implementation strategy (DBCP-14 decided that the Implementation Strategy should be updated every other year)

· DBCP Document No. 4 (SVPB construction manual) is being updated. New version will be available via the web.

4. DBCP electronic mailing list

It might be useful to establish a DBCP electronic mailing list for distribution of information (email) by anybody from the list to everybody from the list. If the Panel thinks this might be useful, the Technical Coordinator can investigate how such a list could be implemented.

5. DBCP Brochure

At its 15th session in Wellington, the Panel decided that the DBCP brochure should be updated every other year. Since the brochure was first edited two years ago, it is therefore being proposed to implement required changes. A list of changes is proposed below. The Panel is invited to review the brochure, propose necessary changes, and suggest how the new version of the brochure should be edited and produced.

Proposed changes:

1. Update graphics

2. Update area of interest of DBCP action groups

3. Add information about the mailing list (in case the Panel decides to create one)

4. Update DBCP references and email address

5. Replace 1996 picture of DBCP meeting (Henley) by a new picture taken in Victoria in 2000

Annex A: DBCP server Home Page
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Annex B: DBCP Internet technical forum Home Page
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	This documents reports upon principal media used by the DBCP to exchange information among buoy operators and advertise its activities. Those media now include the DBCP web site, DBCP publications, an Internet forum, and a brochure. The Panel is invited to discuss upon the opportunity to establish a mailing list.





The Panel will be invited to comment and particularly make decisions or recommendations, as appropriate? on the following topics:





Possibly make proposals for improving the web site and forum;





Decide on the opportunity to create a DBCP mailing list





Encourage DBCP members and buoy operators to use the DBCP Internet Technical Forum.





Make changes to the DBCP brochure and find resources to produce and publish the edited version.





Update the DBCP Implementation Strategy and decide what media to use for making the new version widely available.





Remind DBCP Action Groups to submit annual reports in electronic form for inclusion in the DBCP server;





Remind National Focal Points to submit national reports in electronic form for inclusion in the web site;





Remind National Focal points to submit deployment opportunity information (e.g. ship lines maps, point(s) of contact) in electronic form for inclusion in the DBCP server;





Decide on the possible publication of any new DBCP Technical Document;





Decide on possible further action required regarding this issue.








