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REPORTS BY THE CHAIRMAN AND THE VICE-CHAIRMEN


Report by Mr Graeme Brough, Chairman of the Data Buoy Co-operation Panel
1. The Chairman reported that his fifth year of chairmanship of the DBCP has continued to be most interesting and challenging - the main activities during the year are summarised in the following paragraphs.

2. The Chairman noted that progress has been made on most items in the intersessional work plan and action is in hand on all the remaining matters. The chairman wished to record his appreciation for the work of panel members and especially the efforts of the two vice chairmen, the technical coordinator, and the secretariats of WMO and IOC in advancing the workplan.

3. During the intersessional period the Chairman noted that his activities had been at a relatively low level this year, but nonetheless there were a number of important issues that required attention throughout this period. The Chairman reported that he took the opportunity, while on other business, to visit both Geneva and Toulouse during the year for discussions on a range of matters relating to the panel=s activities. In particular, he held discussions with Peter Dexter, Etienne Charpentier and various CLS/Argos representatives. The Chairman was ably assisted by the vice-chairmen and technical co-ordinator in handling a number of the current issues.

4. The Chairman brought members attention to the progress with the establishment of the Joint Committee for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM). This new commission will amalgamate WMO=s former Commission for Marine Meteorology (CMM) and the joint WMO/IOC Integrated Global Ocean Services System (IGOSS). He noted that the Second Transition Planning Meeting for JCOMM was held in Paris in June to continue the work on the developing details of the commission=s operations and plans. The panel was represented by the technical co-ordinator, Mr Etienne Charpentier - Dr Peter Dexter from the WMO secretariat was also present.

5. The Chairman also noted that the co-operation between marine programs is continuing to mature and that the technical co-ordinator is now being shared between the DBCP and the Ship of Opportunity Programme Implementation Panel (SOOPIP). Indications are that the sharing of Mr Charpentier=s time has been most successful, especially for the SOOPIP community, but without any serious impact on the DBCP=s programs. Details of the arrangements will be presented at another agenda item. This type of co-operation is going to become increasingly important in the future with the realigning and overlapping of the oceanographic and marine meteorology communities.

6. The Chairman reported that there have been a range of very important issues involving the DBCP=s Action Groups over the year. These groups have enjoyed another successful and productive year, and have continued to contribute to the on-going success of the panel in their respective advancement of Buoy matters. The Chairman also noted that the forthcoming closer co-operation of various oceanographic operational panels will provide further opportunities for the panel and its members.

7. The Chairman noted that he had participated in the biannual Australian Argos User=s Conference in June. Issues arising from the conference will be dealt with under the appropriate agenda items.

8. The Chairman highlighted the continuing production of technical documents in the DBCP series - covering the Annual Report for 1999 and the Technical Presentations made at the Fifteenth Session.

9. The Chairman expressed his appreciation of the assistance of the two vice-chairmen during the intersessional period, particularly with respect to representing the panel at various international meetings. He also expressed his thanks to the Technical Co-ordinator and the two secretariats.

Report by Mr Eric Meindl, vice-chairman of the Data Buoy Co-operation Panel
10. During the past 12 months, Mr. E. Meindl, Vice-chairman, participated in the following activities on behalf of the DBCP:

(i) Around April 1, 2000, he provided an analysis and recommendation document to members of the DBCP and others involved in buoy data dissemination regarding FM18 BUOY. This document may be used as a starting point for discussions at DBCP XVI. The report noted some shortcomings in ability to disseminate operational data in FM18 relative to FM13 SHIP. The report identified FM18 Section 5 as a possible means of disseminating data. It recommended continued reporting in FM18 and FM13, but with additional reporting in BUFR or CREX codes. If human readability is an issue, then CREX should probably be considered. A reasonable time period could established to allow participating countries to gradually convert without an undesirable impact on participants= programming resources.

(ii) From July 31 to August 4, 2000, he represented the panel at the 7th session of the International South Atlantic Buoy Program (ISABP) which was held in Salvador, Brazil. He provided two presentations. One summarized material presented at the Technical Workshop of DBCP XV; the other was a report on the activities at the DBCP XV meeting. The DBCP Technical Co-ordinator, Mr. Etienne Charpentier, assisted significantly by providing information and visual aids.

(iii) During the course of the year, he communicated with several panel members by telephone and e-mail regarding miscellaneous buoy matters.

Report by Mr David Meldrum, vice-chairman of the Data Buoy Co-operation Panel
11.
During the intersessional period, the main DBCP-related activities in which Mr D. Meldrum was involved were as follows:

(i) Mobile satellite systems.  A close watch was kept on developments in this area, and an updated information paper produced for DBCP XVI (See Annex xx).  As noted on previous occasions, many of the new systems are unlikely to offer satisfactory oceanic coverage. Many are also experiencing financial difficulties which may impact on their ability to offer a suitable service.  Considerable operational experience has been gained with the Orbcomm system in the course of research projects at Dunstaffnage Marine Laboratory, and the results of these trials is included in the above paper.

(ii) DBCP Implementation Plan.  This was updated to reflect the consensus that is developing regarding the requirements for marine observations in support of climate modelling and operational marine forecasting, as stated at the 1st International Conference of the Ocean Observing System for Climate (OceanObs 99), and the emergence of the Joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM).  Other aspects of the plan, which is to be reviewed by the panel at this session, were updated by the technical co-ordinator, Mr Etienne Charpentier.
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